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ñThis life therefore is not righteousness but growth in righteousness; 
not health but healing; not being but becoming; not rest but exercise. 
We are not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it. The 
process is not yet finished, but it is going on. This is not the end, but it 
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but all is being purified.ò   

  ~ Martin Luther 
 
On Wednesday, May  3, during  our Wednesday Word worship service  at 6:26 
pm,  the congregation is invited to come and listen as the 8 th grade confirmands share 
their f aith statements.   
 
Our Sunday, May 7, 8:30 am worship service  will be filled with statements of 
Christian faith, as the eighth graders have completed their two years of confirmation 
instruction.  The confirmands and thei r families will be honored with cake during the 
Fellowship Hour.  The congregation is invited to join in celebrating this milestone with 
the confirmands and their families.  

 
The following 8 th  graders  

will be confirmed:  
 

Dane Burghduff, Chloe Drolc, Ryan Ea ton,  
Diane Glasford,  Sydney Gusso, Carter Hartman, 
Jazmyn Hunt, Gabriel Knudson, Austin McMillin, 
Libby Niehaus, Kaitlyn Roberts, Shelby Roberts, 

Erin Rotert, Ella Servaty, Carson Selk, Kyra Wager  
 

 
These confirmands were made members of the church in baptism.  Confirmation 
includes a public confession of the faith into which they were baptized, underscoring 
Godôs action in their baptism. 

 
A special word of thanks to the adults who served as  

Confirmation Guides:  
 

Jill Drolc , Jason Knudson , Lynnett Roter t , Andrea Wager . 
 

ñYou belong to Christ; we belong to each other.ò  
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ñAs the Father has sent me, so I send you.ò John 20:21 
 

ñThe kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
groundéò Mark 4:26 
 

As I write this, itôs the first week of the Easter season and Iôve just returned home from spending a few 
days in Sioux Falls at our synodôs Spring Rostered Leaders Retreat. Itôs one of those much-appreciated 
post-Easter escapes we church leaders look forward to every year after a hectic Lent. (Great speakers 
and great conversation, yeahé but really, itôs the nappingJ)  
 

As I look at the calendar, it occurs to me that weôre really kind of coming into the ñhome stretchò on 
another program/school year. We now go from our congregationôs Annual Meeting and reception of new 
members to Sr. Recognition Sunday for our graduating high-schoolers to Confirmation Sunday for our 8th 
grade confirmandsé and all of the sudden itôs Motherôs Day and then the last day of Sunday School!  
 

Once we hit summer, Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church shifts into the summer worship schedule with only 
one service each Sunday at 9:00 A.M. and our Wednesday Word devotional service each week at 6:26 
P.M. We do that to bring our worshipping family together so that 8:30-ers and 10:45-ers can get to know 
one-another better, but at the same time, itôs a concession to the fact that, in the summer, we scatter. This 
building at the corner of State and Michigan gets a bit quieter during the weeks of June, July and August. 
We donôt cease our ministries. We simply dial back our gathering a bit. 
 

And all of this gets me thinking about MINISTRYé your ministry, in particular.  
 

We gather as a people of God to do all sorts of things. We gather for worship, for study, for fun and for 
sharing. We gather as church to do things we couldnôt do on our own: to care for others through our 
volunteer service and our sharing of money and time in ways that make a tremendous difference to 
others. We gather to celebrate and to mourn, to comfort and to be comforted, to challenge and to be 
challenged. And itôs all important and good, the gathering. 
 

But itôs in the scattering that we really become disciples of the risen Christ. Itôs what YOU do when youôre 
NOT gathered here that puts flesh on the love of Jesus. Itôs the faithful and careful work you do in the 
office, in the field, in the classroom, in the shop, on the roadé in living out your God-given vocation. Itôs 
the way you respect, love and care for the people in your immediate sphere of influence on THIS day that 
declares your allegiance to Christ. Itôs the way you honor your spouseé protect, love, play with and 
discipline your kids that reveals who your Lord is.  
 

The gathering is good and necessary. The scattering is absolutely essential! The difference we make in 
the lives weôve been given hinges on the notion that we are not only ñdisciplesò (students) but also 
ñapostlesò (sent ones).  
 

When Jesus appeared to his first disciples on that first Easter evening (in the 20th chapter of Johnôs 
Gospel), the first thing he did after showing them his scars was to make them apostles: ñAs the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.ò 
 

So hereôs the point: weôll continue to gather as Godôs people, even in the summer with all of its other 
attractions and distractions, as weôre given the opportunityé 
 

HOWEVERé 
 

Weôll also celebrate the reality that should we have a few less in our gatherings, we yet have over 1600 
scattered apostles out there, still working, serving, travelling, camping, fishing, hiking, playing, loving, 
forgiving, abiding, praying, believingé and re-presenting the risen Lord Jesus Christ in the world! 
 

I thank God for all that you are and do! 
 

Christ is Risen! He is risen, indeed! Hallelujah! 
 

Pastor Stephan S  Sandness . 
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New Members  

At Our Saviorôs Lutheran 

Church 
 

The following people were welcomed as new 
members during worship on April 23.  A reception 
dinner was held in their honor, hosted by sponsor 
families, on April 20.  We welcome these new 
members to our worshiping and serving community. 
 

REECE & HAZEL BECK 
2502 5th Avenue  
(P.O. Box 192) 
Spearfish, SD 57783 

Reece cell: 605-381-5978 
Hazel cell: 307-281-0680 

Reece: reecebeck@rushmore.com 
Hazel:  hsmithwyo@yahoo.com 

 

 

DALE SCHAFFER AND BONNIE CARR 
2214 Arrowhead Circle 
Spearfish SD  57754   

Dale cell:  605-673-1579 

woodcarv@jwtc.net Bonnie cell:  605-645-1585 
 
MAYBELLE KAMRATH 
1015 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Spearfish, SD  57783 

406-321-4732 

 
CHAD & ALICIA PORSCH, Brayden (1) 
610 Mountain View Road, Spearfish, SD  57783 
Alicia email:  
aliciaporsh@gmail.com 

Chad cell:  712-389-7529 
Alicia cell:  701-928-0169 

 
CAROL A. SCHLEIGER 
1245 N. 10th St. Apt. G5 
Spearfish, SD  57783 

605-645-0120 

 
JAMES & KARI WEBB 
P.O. Box 1148 
Spearfish, SD  57783 

712-330-9816 

Kariwebb14@gmail.com  
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Sunday, MAY 21,  

is our litter clean-up event, again tackling I-90 
eastbound, from mile marker 9 to mile marker 10.  
We will meet at the church at 12:45 PM, assign 
portions of the mile, and we anticipate about 1 hour 
to clean up the trash in this section.  Please come 
prepared with sturdy shoes, long pants, thick 
gloves, brightly colored shirt; also hat, sunglasses, 
and sunscreen as needed.  Trash bags, water, and 
construction vests will be provided.  Sign-up sheets 
will be available Sunday, on May 21.   
 

Questions?  Call Jim and Holly Van't Land (605-
578-7798) or e-mail (miracle_mom@hotmail.com).  
Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

.Summer 

Worship at 

Our Saviorõs 
 

Summers are for family reunions. Why not at 

worship, as well?!  Join us on Sunday mornings 

from May 28 thru September 3 at 9:00 A.M. for 

our ONE weekend worship gathering. Maybe 

youôre an 8:30 regularé or a Joyful Journey 

devotee. Letôs re-unite as one worshipping body 

for the summer, and get to know each other a 

little better! 
 

If you know youôll be gone on any given 

weekend over the summer, consider joining us 

on Wednesdays at 6:26 P.M. for an informal, 

mid-week half-hour time together around Word 

and sacrament.  
 

Yay, summer!  
 
 
 

 

2017 South Dakota Synod Assembly 

June 1-3 

Gloria Dei Lutheran, Sioux Falls 

Guest Musicians: Dakota Road 

Guest Speaker: Molly Beck Dean, Director 

of the ELCA Youth Gathering 

Churchwide Representative: The Rev. Wm 

Chris Boerger, Secretary of the ELCA 
Registration is now open on-line at 

http://sdsynod.org/.  OSLC will be sending  

5 adult delegates. 

mailto:miracle_mom@hotmail.com
http://sdsynod.org/


 A Little Bit of Sonshine 4 

April Showers Bring May Flowers. . .  
and thoughts of summer and Arts In 
The Park!    
 

It is time once again to 
start thinking and planning 
your summer activities.  
Hopefully taking part in 
OSLC pie booth at Arts In 
The Park will be a part of 
that planning.  The dates 
this year are July 14, 15 
& 16.  

This will be the 40th year for Festival In The Park 
and the 31st year OSLC has taken part. I will have 
pie tins available near the beginning of July and we 
will make pies at the church again on July 13.   Last 
year we made 61 pies and were done and cleaned 
up by 3 pm!   
 

There is something for everyone to get involved 
with from making pies, helping to set up and/or 
break down our booth to selling pie by the slice.  So 
Guys and Gals start thinking about those pie 
recipes.  We gratefully accept garden goodies for 
our pies, rhubarb and strawberries or other fruit. 
 

Even with some bad weather, last year was a 
success so let's continue the tradition! 
 

TEAM WORK MAKES THE DREAM WORK !! 
 

Aly Scheurenbrand (605-630-0186) or 
aly9257@icloud.com for questions or comments. 

 

Pd|§v#¨Oryh#\rxu Neighbor Jar©   
will benefit LCMôs Adopt-A-Mom for 

Family Camp and SunCatcher 

Therapeutic Riding Academy. 
 

Marchôs Love Your Neighbor Jar 

 raised $953.55 for the ELCA World Hunger 

Appeal 

 
 

 

 LUTHERAN BRIDGE GROUP 
 

The Lutheran Bridge Group will be held on 

Monday, May 8 at 1:00 pm at the church.   

Please call Elaine Perry, 642-4213; or Barb 

Hargis, 642-2539; if you plan to attend. 
 

 

ñRejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 

those who weep.ò  ~ Romans 12:15 
 

Friendship Ministers are available to 

confidentially listen when you need to talk with 

someone beyond your family and friends.  

Please know that this free caring ministry is 

available to YOU! 
 

Please call Dianne Miller 642-5212 to arrange a 

visit with a Friendship Minister.   
 
 

Trea$urerôs Report 
By Tammi Martin  

 

As of April 23, 2017 
  

Year-to-date Budget: $166,086.09 
Year-to-date Offerings: $168,232.63 

 

 

t Pastoral Acts u 
 

Baptisms 
 

April 9 Ryland Lee Lenz, son of Cassandra & 
Scottlin Lenz. 

 

April 16 Lawson Dale Kemp, son of Matt & 
Maria Kemp 

 

Funerals 
 

March 31 Dorothy Marie Hunt, 70, Spearfish, SD 
 

 
 

 

 

Music Ministry  
Bell Choir, Practice Wednesday ,  

May 3 , 5: 00 PM 

Senior Choir, Wednesday s, 7:00 PM  

Last practice is  May 17.  
 

Joyful Journey Worship Team   

Practice:  Thursday s at 6: 00 PM  

Interested in joining ?  Contact  

Pastor Stephan or Todd after the  

10:45 AM worship service  

 
  

mailto:aly9257@icloud.com
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Our Savior's Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
April 11, 2017, 6:30pm 

Submitted by Andy Fett, Council Secretary 
 

The meeting was called to order by Rocky Millis. 
Members present were Rocky Millis, Kyle Vavruska, 
Rod Custer, Andy Fett, Pastor Stephan Sandness, 
Laura Campbell, Wendy Soulek, Dianne Miller, Deb 
Kimbell, Pam Englund, Larry Bakke, and Tracy 
Johnson. 
 

The agenda was approved with a motion by Pam 
Englund and a second by Deb Kimbell. 
 

March Council Meeting Minutes were approved with a 
motion by Tracy Johnson and a second by Rod 
Custer. 
 

The March Treasurerôs Report was discussed. 
Income less Expense for the month resulted in a loss 
of $1,511.50. This was partially due to the Bear Butte 
Contributions being sent out. Additionally, a few 
supplies were purchased in the month of March. It 
was noted that April giving has been up. The 
Treasurerôs Report was approved with a motion by 
Dianne Miller and a second by Larry Bakke. The 
motion carried. 
 

Ministerial Staff Reports ï 
Laura ï Completed the Lenten ecumenical Centering 
Prayer Group. Womenôs Ministries - Laura noted 
that Laura Sandness did a great job facilitating a 
book discussion group using Accidental Saints. 
Laura attended the Womenôs Retreat at Outlaw 
Ranch in early April. Bear Butte Conference 
WELCA Spring gathering will be in Hermosa on 
April 22. Laura and Mary Goddard compiled the 
conference report of mission projects with input 
from 13 conference churches. Friendship Ministry at 
the end of March was on the timely topic of 
Grieving, having lost our dear Friendship Minister, 
Barb Niemi.  Sixteen people on our New Member 
Shepherd Team are preparing for the New Member 
Dinner and Orientation scheduled for April 21. Laura 
is confirming sponsors for new member families.  
Laura will also attend the Spring Theological 
Conference in Sioux Falls April 18-20.   

 

Pastor Stephan -Stephan noted that there have been 
many baptisms and funerals this Spring. We are 
coming to the end of lent. Pastor noted that the 
Lenten Lunch series was great this year. It was 
hosted at the Methodist church. OSLC will host next 
year. Stephan is preparing for Holy Week services.  
Stephan will also attend the Spring Theological 
Conference in Sioux Falls April 18-20. The South 
Dakota Synod Assembly takes place June 1-3 in 
Sioux Falls. OSLC can send 6 delegates. Barb 
Niemiôs passing leaves a hole in the congregation 
and the staff. Rocky and Stephan agreed to 
approach Lisa Williams to help with some of the 

work that Barb N. had been doing. Lisa has been 
working one extra hour 4 days a week to help 
prepare the slideshow for Sunday services. Lisa 
agreed to try this approach and see how it goes. 
The idea is to have volunteers run the slideshow 
during Sunday services.  

 

Committee Updates ï 
a.  Senior Ministry ï Having a pizza party next week 
b.  Mission ï Preparing for Clothe-a-Kid in August 
c.  Worship ï Worship in the Park during the Rally. 

Committee is also planning a picnic in the church 
parking lot for Wednesday Word on July 5. 

d.  Friendship ï Kris Garlick from Grace Lutheran in 
Sturgis would like to start a Friendship Ministry 
there. The Friendship ministry team / committee 
will be assisting Kris. 

e.  Campus Ministry ï Spring cleaning April 29 at 
The Living Room 

f.  Property ï Todd Otterberg approach Rocky and 
his sons about taking over lawn care at the 
church and The Living Room. 

 

Bells for Bell Choir ï Bells will be refurbished for a 
total cost of $2,061, which includes shipping.  
Memorial Funds will be used cover almost all of the 
expense. Wendy Soulek motioned to approve the 
proposed refurbishment of the bells. Rocky Millis 
seconded. The motion carried. 
 

The annual meeting agenda was approved with a 
motion from Larry Bakke and a second from Pam 
Englund. The annual meeting will take place on 
Sunday, April 23. 
 

The annual OSLC Church Council Retreat will take 
place on May 9 at 6:00 p.m. at The Living Room.   
 

OSLC currently has some funds in a CD. Those funds 
will become available this Spring. The Finance 
Committee recommended that those funds be 
combined with leftover funds from the parsonage 
sale.  The combined funds would then be used to 
purchase a new CD at Black Hills Federal Credit 
Union.  This was approved with a motion from Rocky 
Millis and a second by Kyle Vavruska 
 

Closing Devotion ï Pastor Stephan shared a devotion 
on the story of Job. We donôt always get an answer to 
the ñwhyò questions that come during grief and difficult 
times. However, God is always there, in every 
moment, in every place. Vastness doesnôt mean 
abandonment . 
 

Pam Englund motioned to adjourn the meeting. Larry 
Bakke seconded. Council closed the meeting with the 
Lordôs Prayer. 
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Remember your 

Secret Sister 

with a note or 

card in May!  
 

 
 

 

 
Monthly Communion Service 

Thursday, May 11, 10:00 am 

Hickory House Media Room (2nd Floor) 

Transportation provided (call 642-3715) 

 
Sunday Morning Transportation 

 

Need a ride to church on Sunday mornings?   
Call the church office (642-3715) by 2 pm  

Friday afternoon to reserve a ride. 
 

DVDs of Worship Available 
Sunday morning worship services are now 

available on DVD!  If you would like a DVD and 

worship bulletin delivered to you each week, 

please call the church office (642-3715). 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May 3: Wrap-Up Night Celebration! 
 

May Acolyte Schedule 
 

Sundays, 8:30 AM Worship 
 

 
 

Sundays, 10:45 AM Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

High School Seniors will be recognized during 
worship on April 30 and are invited to a breakfast in 
their honor between services.  
 

Our summer trip to Sky Ranch (near Fort Collins, 
CO) is reserved and scheduled for July 7 ï 10.  
This will be a time of camping, fellowship, high-
ropes and whitewater rafting.  To secure your spot, 
bring your payment of $100 to the May 3 meeting. 
 

Our final night for Wednesday Youth Group is 
scheduled for May 24. 
 

Please contact Chris Blain (ckblain@gmail.com) or 
Adam Roosa (adam.roosa@gmail.com) with any 
questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY MEMBERS AND 

FAMILIES: Ben Alger, Amanda 
Blain, Darwin Hemeyer, Kyle 
Kloeckl, Jodi Kuester, Scott 

Nauman, Jessie Parrett, Andrew J. Schreiner, and 
Jonathan Swisher.  Addresses are posted in the 
glass case in the Fellowship Hall.  If you know 
someone we havenôt listed, please call the church 
office at 642-3715.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mark your 

calendar now  

for the  

Senior Ministry 

Annual Picnic  

June 15  

4:30 pm!  


